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A MARRIAGE OF UNUSUAL EXCELLENCE, SESSION 1 

Good Weird 

Think about two people you know who have what you’d describe as a marriage of unusual 
excellence. 

What’s so good about their marriage? 

What do you want to imitate in your marriage? 

What do you think characterizes an excellent marriage?  

Let’s Review 

What does it mean that marriage is a “rugged commitment”? 

In what specific ways is it “rugged”?  

Practically speaking, how is this commitment more than just “staying married”? 

A Sad-Then-Happy Story 

Read Hosea chapter 2.  

This chapter comes after God has called his prophet Hosea to marry a prostitute. Hosea is 
living out a metaphor of God’s relationship to His people, Israel. Here, Gomer (Hosea’s wife) 
has been unfaithful.  

What is Hosea’s/God’s reaction to Gomer’s/Israel’s unfaithfulness? 

———————- 
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How would you describe the way he initially feels about his wife’s unfaithfulness? 

Ultimately, how does Hosea/God decide to treat his wife? 

God says, “I will show my love to the one I called ‘Not my loved one.’”  

What would it look like to love your spouse like God loves Israel here? 

• How would you respond if your spouse betrayed you? 
• What offenses would you forgive? What wouldn’t you forgive? 

As children of God, how should we show love to people who have hurt us? What if we don’t 
feel love toward them? 

Share a time when you had to overcome a betrayal or hurt. What enabled you to move on? 

Watch This 

http://www.ignitermedia.com/products/883-it-s-not-over  

Have you ever felt like a relationship (friendship, family, etc) was over only to find it sprouting 
new life? 

Pray 

Pray together for your marriage. Pray* that God would use what you’ve learned and been 
reminded of in this workshop to grow, heal, and stretch you both.  

*Consider making this a memorable scene—head out to the backyard, kneel together in the 
closet, go up on the roof. Give this prayer a context that reflects how special and powerful it 
really is.
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